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Facts and Figures
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Celebrating Eva

Schoolmisiress Ardiel rings the litile bell on her desk and the
children instantly =it up straight and fold their hands on their
desks. To do otherwise would earn a sterm look from their
teacher. Another ring of the bell begins the seat dnll and stu
dents soon stand o attention by ther desks ready o sing
“Giod Save the Cueen”, say the Lord's Prayer and submil (o
“health inspection”, A final ding of the bell and the children
return to their seats o begin their daily lessons. For the rest
of the day Schoolmistress Ardiel transports them back to the
180 1o experience leaming the 3 R's a1 the Britannia
Schoclhouse, S5#12

Eva Ardiel became schoolmistress ar the restored Old Briin-
nig  Schoolhouse in - January

1985, During her tenure as
schoolmisiress and since her
retiremenlt n 1991 she has

o improve
experience
o enstne that
5 mainiained

worked tirclessly
the living listory
for children and
the schoolhouse

in good condition for future
generations Ty enjoy The
time s long overdue i
acknowledge her many  ¢ontri

butions,

Eva is determined to make the schoolhouse experience as au-
thentic as possible. The role play technigques she developed
she now teaches o each new schoolmistress and schonlmas-
ter. When old 1890's school texts were unavailuble in suffi-
cient numbers for children to use—uond too fragile when they
could be found—Eva gathered togeter o committee of leach-
ers o look through the old primers and select pages from
eich to reproduce. The commitiee created sets of condensed
primers that students now uwse each day. She continues to
seek oul historical anifacts 10 enhance the program Thanks
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to her efforts an abacus and an old globe have recently been added to the schoolhouse collee-
tion. Children who visit the schoolhouse can learn ahout and play with the old-Tashioned toys
that are stored in the toy hox by the teacher's desk, Realizing that not every school would be
able o send classes 1o the Old Britannia Schoolhouse, Eva created several boxes contaming ini-
farmation and artifacts which could be borrowed by teachers.

When budget constraints forced the closing of the school in 1993 Eva spearheaded the forma-
tion of The Friends of the Schoolhouse organization. Driven by her passion and commitmen
this group lobbied the Board of Education and were successful in re-gstablishing the school-
house program the following year. Since its founding Eva has been the inspiration and driving
force for The Friends. Always concerned about the need (o reach oot 10 the community for sup-
port Eva has ereated many informative and attractive displays for booths at the Brampton Fair,
the Britannia Fall Fair and the Herftage Showcase. Her calligraphy skills were used in creating
the carly newsletters of The Friends of the Schoolhouse. Community evenis such as the Queen
Victona Fete, Strawbermy Social and the Chnstmas Opeén House were her deas for connecting
wilh the community. Ever conscious that funding For historic schoolhouses is scarce, Eva has
found ways o rise money for the program.  Her home is overflowing with boxes of old-
fashioned toys, sweatshins, tea wowels, note cards and countless other {tems sold a1 events
threughout the veor. She ereated o sales eatalogue which is now on-line and has generated or-
ders from beyond Peel.

Eva's influence had extended beyond The Old Britanma Schoolhouse.  She was a founding
member of SLATE, an organization for staff and volunteers &t histonie schoolhouses which offer
programs for children. The annual conference attracts participants from across Onfario and
northern Mew York state. Eva has been honoured by SLATE with an award for her contribu-
tion. She has alsa been recognized with awards from the Peel District School Bouard and Heri
tage Mississauga.

The Friends of the Schoolhouse will be recognizing her on-going commitment 1o The Old Bri-
tannia Schoolhouse and the Friends organization on Sunday May 15 from | 1o 4 pm. We invite
everyone to join us in thanking Eva and celebrating her many accomplishments.

A Cefebration to Honour
Fva Arvdiel

Sunday May 15
i to g pm
A The Ofd Britannig Schoolfiouse
Pregentation at 230 pm

Please join ws in thanking Eva for Rer continuing dedication to preserving Lhe
schooffiouse and for her support of fiving Rislory experiences for chifdren,

REVP by May 1 to Cathy Harper gos-279-5761 or email tartary @idirect.com

e
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A message from the Chair

JFrances Kay

[t has been o busy few months since our last newsletter. Christmas has come and gone with
successiul sales at the Board Office and the Christmas Open House and Sale at the schoolhovse
In February Hentage Showease was held ot Square One on the 19th and 20kh of the month. The
theine this year wis “Over 200 years of History™. Also the Peel Heritage Complex celebrated
Heritage Week on Sunday February 20th, The Friends paiicipated in both these events,

Joen Moon and “friends” hosted @ tea in the schoolhowse for Cathy Tracy from Human Re-
sources, Cathy was holding o workshop at the Board Office and delepates enjoyved their tea

break at the schoolhouse. Jean Robinson gave ashort talk on the history of the school,

Thanks to Rob Ridley for filling in for school mistress Melissa Jacobs s she recovers from her
car accident,

Mississauga’s “Doors Open™ will be in Sepember, the 1Tth and 18th. We will take part on
Sunday the 18th.

Finally—congratulations 1o Eva Ardiel on the binh of her second grandsen in Febrvary.

Schoothouse News

We are happy to report that Schoolmistress Melissa Ja-
cobs is back in the classroom and once again traveling
back in time to those days long ago with students from
acrnss Peel. Melissa was in a ear accident on Christ-
mas Eve ond is slowly recovering from severe whip

lash, In her absence Rob Ridiey took on the mwle of
schoolmaster and did a terrific job. Thank you Rob. It
was o relief o all of vs, including Melissa, that siudents
would not miss owt on their day ot The Old Britannia
Sechoalhouse in her absence,

Schoolmaster R_{':H-:'!_-; ke
fus eve om Hhe cldss,
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Schoolhouse Restoration
Fva Ardiel

Last Sprng Frends of the Schoolhouse consulied an architect who specializes in historic
buildings to assess the condition of the masoney at the schoolhouse. He informed us that the
chimneys were in very poor condition and should be rebuilt. He said the walls were in quile
zood shupe bul needed some pointing.  Also, he said that the cement mortar which had been
used for repairs (probably when the building was restored in the 1980°s) should be removed
and replaced with soft lime momar.

In May, when the trustees and semior administrators came (o the schoolhouse for a finger-foosd
supper before their board meeting, we expressed to them ouwr concerns about the work thal
needed 1o be done, as well as how that work would be done, Shontly after this we werne asked
to submit a list of what was needed

Barry Hum and David Nicholes from the Peel Board Maintenance Department worked co-
aperatively with Friends of the Schoolhouse to ensure that the repair work would be properly
done. They made sure & highly reputable firm with historical restoration experise wis en-
eaged. The Friends were consulted and kept informed throughoot the process,

The schoofhouse was a construction The new chimneys are almos!
Site thiroughout most of the Fall Completed and waiting to e capped.

The chimneys have been completely rebuilt using reclaimed brick. Any good bricks from the
old chimneys were used 1o replace damaged ones in the walls. As the stove can no longer be
used, the chimneys were capped with copper to extend their life. The necessary pointing was
done and all cement monar removed and replaced with soft lime morar. The front step by the
front door wiss discovered 1o be a broken stone covered with cement. This cement was pulling
away and damaging the bricks. The old stone step was removed and replaced with a new one,
Stamned bncks on the walls were pouliiced o remove stains,  The exterior woodwork was
seraped, primed and painted as was the Jogpale. A lot of caulking also had o be done.
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A number of other jobs were completed such as putting the mailbox on g cedar post, fixing the
swings to make them safer, laying a flag stone path on the south side of the building, screening
the outhouses with wire mesh imside w0 keep out sguirels and raccoons, fixing the outhoose
privacy fences and a number of other small jobs.

The ;J::-m«ﬁ'.;nrr slep ;I'{.g:rrfin g iﬁ:'.ﬁuu @ A m-'.l.'.pu”i ix foeed o @
needed 1o be replitced. drouhd the cublicuses cald rainy day.

We are certainly very pleased (o see so many things looked after. We can also reassure you,
however, that the brick with Ben Madill's initials carved into it was not touched and remains
as & reminder of his time at the school, The life of the schoolhouse has been extended by
mitny years, This linle treasure from the past certainly looks great now!

More of Ben's Memories

Watching the process of restoring the schoolhouse caused us to think of what it must have been
like years age before highways, subdivisions and industey surovnded it as they do teday. Last
year Ben Madill drew a plan of the school and school vard and sketches of the woodshed which
was once behind the schoolhouse. On the plan you can see the fence that ran from the back of
the school 10 the farm fence at the back of the schoolyard. This fence separated the bovs" area
from the girls”, Owdoor privies were on either sidz of the fence,
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Thanks 1o Ben we have an idea of what The Old Bratannia Schoolhouse wis like in the 19200s,
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Recent Schoolhouse Fvents

Sales at the Board Office
Eva Ardiel

Ihe Sales Commmittee offered all of our merchandise for
sale in the atnum of the HJA. Brown Education Centre on
Movember 18th, We thank all of our voluntesrs who
helped, as well as everyone who made purchases,

The atrium seemed quicter than usual that day. We were,
therefore, surprised to find that our total sales were about
the same s other years,

We would especially like o thank Gary Walsh for purchas-
ing sweal shirts and other items o use for prizes at the
Board's December dinner and dance. His support of the
Friends 15 much appreciated.

Greeting cards, pencil
shavpenars and must
Boxes Ll.l'-:'.p:{;"i-'f:'.n' s,

Christmas at

The Old Britannia Schoolhouse

Tean Robinson

Christmas a1 The Schoolhouse is always such a wonder-
ful start to the seasonal festivitics. As in past yvears, The
Schoolhouse was decked out in Christmas greenery with
a fragrant fir tree tnimmed with Victoran style décora-
tinns ond o welcoming wreath on the door.  On Sunday.

MNovember 28 the Sales Committee held their annual

Tennis Taylor and Ken
Hobinson set up the troe

Ruth Taylor, Shfrfey ‘MHoad and
Joan Reid make Victarian
x]"!.,rh' decoralions.

Chrstmas Open House and Sale. Many friends, new amd
old, arrived to select unique items for Christmas giving or
to enjoy for themselves. John Emerson and Ray Hosty
delighted the crowd with musical selections on the piano
and violin. Cur loyal volunteers demonstrated the toys,
kept the cider and Christmas goodies Mowing and sold
the wares, Melissa Jacobs, the Schoolmistress, was on
hand to give information about the program and The
Schoolhouse, We had a visit from a Mississauga News re
porter Megan Richardson and a film team From Rogers
Cable that interviewed Eva and Ben. This mired in carly
December on Cable 10,
Money raised supports the schoolhouse program and pur-
chases antifacts for use and display.

Thanks o all the volunteers
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Recent Schoolhouse Fvents

Heritage Weekend

Mississauga Showcase
George Christian

This annual event ook place on February 19
and 20 at Square One. This year's theme was
“Over 200 Years of History™, celebrating the
bi-centennial of the 1805 Mississauga Treaty
Number 13A. There were exhibils and dem-
cnstrotiens by over 30 local Heritage Groups.

Friends of the Schoolhiouse wene actively in-
volved, Joan Reid crepted o display showing
the history of The Britanniz Schoolhouss,
5.5 #12 and another with beautiful photo-
graphs of flowers in the schoolhouse gardens,
Eva Ardiel organized and supervised the sales
fables,  Adult and student volunteers staffed
the booth both days, Many thanks o the Tol-
lowing for their loval support: Marg Draper,
Cathy Harper. Marilyn Newell, Earl Bonner,
Marg Carson, Linda Kenny, Mary Cormrigan,
Joan Moon, May Robbins, Marjone and Ben
Madill, Jenny Robarts, Jean RKobinson, Fran-
ces Kay, Joan Reid and Darvl Coock. Thanks
also to stedent volunteers Manny Fung and
Opani Mudalidge.

Opani Mudolidge
Demonstrates @ music fox.

Peel Heritage Complex
Joan Reid

The Friends of the Schoothouse boath was set
up on the mamn foor of the Court House. A
slow but steady stream of visitors enjoved the
picneer toys and the display called “Families
af Britannia”, The “Pecking Chickens™ and
the marble game were hits with children and
the sicreoscope attracted the interest of many
adults. Our grade ten studen from Brathwaite
Secondary School, Manahh Patel, wis most
adept at demonstrating these items.

Thanks to Eva Ardiel, Lis Braun, Joan Moon,
and Marg Storey for their help in making this
afternoon a pleasant and worthwhile engdeav-
(I,

Manali Pated waits to demonstraie
the .;lhf'f:"!.lf-..

Another Coming Fvent
The Madill Family invites you to join
with them in celebrating Ben's
aoth birthday
Open Fouse
May 29th, 2005
3o PM—y:00 PM
In the Atrium of The Peel District
Bost wishes onfi

-4
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The Schoolhouse Garden Schoolhouse Artifacts

Joan Reid Here is another treasure for students o learn
about. Do you know what it is? {Answer be-
Friends of the Schoolhouse are delighted| |low)
that onr heritage garden is now under the
Community  Planting program of  the
Streeisville Horticultural Society, The So-
clely his o long history of commmunity bedil-
fication and we look forward to their help
and support in planting a Victorian garden
in the schivol yard in the Spring of 2005,

Other plans for 2005 include the enlarge- D ti

mient of not only the shade and sun gardens Many thanks to the following who Rave

fior native perennials bul also the pardens 3
£r T S it doviated to the Schoolhiouse since

surrounding the school bulding. We ane 5
looking forward to the blooming of colour- . i
:IU.I hl.t“'l'ﬁ ]:I]unltd I[‘L“I r'ﬂ“. G.F. App](\-mn Eoarin Heniderson
Eva Ardwel Brmn Holetein
Earl Bonner Mary leawa
Anna Brawnjohn Nancy Jomes
Noris Bryee Myrile Laishley
Kirby Bumns Jaret MuocDougald
Catherine Camercn Marilyn Newell
Marg Carson Linda Mewman
Cicorge Chnstian Marie Owens
Girace and Russell Judy Paget
Chairch [oris Palen
Dione Claridge Willizm uance
Joan Commuund Jenmifer Roberis
IR s P : Heden Debenham Hasel Salmon
Garden :f:_-:pﬁ.:},r at Heritage Mariares Diciaon Robet Sanduicky
Showease in February Kevin Doran Heben Savage
Jesswe BEdmision Jar Seon
Alba Falconi Stuart and Beriha Scoi
Pamela Gibson Clara Scoll
yamhinymm el gy Lovay gEIT AT T gl VST 29T Win Cilguen: Karen Simrmrs
e —— Ann Gilpin Errl Smiih
‘390 ) 10 U 11 wiapasd Doug Graham Dhores Stewart
Yy -I-flﬂ":";“"":‘_;‘“ :mt.':.;:': *I'il-:""._-;_ll;j:"."'--"-ﬂ; Judy Grant Mluricl 1-_‘Nlrnh.i'.:n
u:n“a:'lsq iru::| I.'Jiru u?lcu:-lf-q m.;ﬁ.‘u.-...'mnwrg:.qem Cathy Harpsr Amy Wilson
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